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Bouvier's Law Dictionary and 
Concise Encyclopedia 

RAWLE'S REVISION 1914 
What it offers the Law Student and Young Lawyer 

BOUVIER, in the preface to his first edition, sets out in an interest- 
ing way the difficulties which he encountered on entering upon 
the study of the law. While the needs of the law student are much 
the same today, the means of supplying them are vastly different. The 
present-day student is beset, as was Bouvier, with two difficulties: 
First, he must know the meaning of legal words and terms which he 
encounters in his studies; second, in the study of any subject or topic 
of the law, he finds references to other branches, subjects or doctrines 
which he has not yet taken up, and in order to pursue his studies intel- 
ligently he must have access to a reference book which gives him this 
information in elementary but complete form. 

As a dictionary of the law it is complete and exhaustive, and has 
served as a model for three-quarters of a century. Bouvier says that he 
has "defined and explained the various words and phrases by giving 
their most enlarged meaning, and then all the shades of signification 
of which they were susceptible." 

As a concise and elementary encyclopedia of the law, Bouvier's 
supplies in compact form a general outline of the various legal subjects 
and doctrines. It supplies the leading cases, and references to the latest 
cases. In this it has a tremendous advantage over an encyclopedia of 
the law prepared for the practitioner, which must cite all the cases, 
and which is necessarily voluminous and inconvenient for the student, 
who wants but little more than a comprehensive outline of the subject. 
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